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600-Acre Carr Ranch to Become Public Open Space
By Sophie Braccini

For almost 100 years, the 600 acres of rolling hills and
spectacular views on unincorporated land at the south-
ern border of Moraga, including grazing land, ponds,

creeks and woods that extend to the San Francisco Bay, has been
managed by the Carr family.  After years of discussion, the family
has made the decision to enter into a contractual relationship with
the John Muir Land Trust (JMLT), formerly the Muir Heritage

Land Trust, a nonprofit organization that manages expanses of
open space in perpetuity throughout Contra Costa County.  

      

JMLT, which owns the Acalanes Ridge, the Bodfish Preserve
in Orinda, and hundreds of acres of open space in Martinez, the
Alhambra Valley, Franklin Ridge and the Pacheco Marsh,
launched a campaign to raise the $7 million needed to purchase
Carr Ranch with the goal to close escrow by July 2016. 

      

“Our first purpose for this land is to protect the watershed,”
explains Linus Eurkel, the executive director of JMLT. “John
Muir Land Trust’s acquisition of Carr Ranch is a one-time op-
portunity to permanently protect high quality Bay Area drinking
water at its source. The purer the source, the better the water.”

      

...continued on page A8

The southwest view over Carr Ranch from Rocky Ridge above Saint Mary’s College shows the Sanders Ranch neighborhood, center, and the Moraga Country Club on the right.           Photo Andy Scheck

Carol Shenon recently completed two years facil-
itating  the “Speak Up Be Safe” child abuse pre-

vention program at all the Lamorinda elementary and
middle schools.  The three school districts in partner-
ship with the Child Abuse Prevention Council of Con-
tra Costa County fund the program.  According to
Shenon and Carol Carrillo, the council’s executive di-
rector, the program gives children lifelong skills to pre-
vent all kinds of abuse.  

      
“What we want is for the communities to get to-

gether and be trained to prevent abuse,” says Carillo,
“and the one thing we can start with is to talk about it.” 

      
A key component of the prevention program is the

children themselves, says Shenon.  “We teach kids
what is and is not appropriate, to set boundaries, to
learn to speak up, to understand that it is never their
fault, and to have a safety network they can pull from
if something happens.”

      
Shenon was hired by the Child Abuse Prevention

Council after the school districts decided to partner on
this project. The Moraga mom’s first job was to re-
search available programs.    ... continued on page A12

Child Abuse Prevention in Lamorinda 
School districts’ Speak Up and Be Safe program marks two-year anniversary
By Sophie Braccini

From left: Carol Carillo and Carol Shenon show the “Speak Up Be Safe” safety rules.
Photo Sophie Braccini 
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//NEW CONSTRUCTION - 5 Paseo Linares, Moraga //$2,695,000
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